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of the Learned DotFors of this our Age ;, Neither do I be- 
os lieve it will be received inthe Accademies,Univerſities, 
«and 4037 the Rabbics whether they be Papiſts or Proteſtants , 
Confidering the Subject, it i not like that it ſhould get ſuch Pa- 
trons... . And therefore muſt 1 fingl Recommend it,to the Witneſs of 
God,inthy own Conſcience, whoever thow art , by whichWitneſs thou 
knowsft,that as long as the Devil Reigns in thee,it is not as it ought 
tobe: And if thou be at all deſireous, that it ſhould or might be as it 
onght,it will be no ways offenſroe untathee to hear of the overthrow oþ 
him,that has brought out of order , and withal,of the Appearance of 
him,who i the Reftorer of Iſrael,and the right Heir of the Gentiles, 
And this one thing I do deſire of thee ,of what Profeſſion, Religion, 
or Tudement thou mayeſt be,to wit ,That thou layſt by thy own Inte- 
reſt of the Controverſie (for a little time)and read without prejudice 
or partiallity, and be not offended, that another « not of thy Fudg- 
ment ; but conſider, that thou in thy. own particular art in oxc and 
the ſame Tranſgreſſion, in the matter aforeſaid, ſeeing th: greateſt 
part of Man-kind tis not of thy Fudement ; And they have as much 
power to Fudge thee th. t'thou art wrong, as thos haſt ta Fudge me 
that I ammronz, Therefore read in coolneſs,and conſider what thou 
read'ft,as knowing, that it is God that muſt gfve a9 underſtanding: 
and whereas the Subject or Matter of the Treatiſe does comprehend 
much; and.many things are but hinted at ; therefore look up to the 
Lord,who can enlarge thy underſtanding in it, as it pleaſeth him, 
And as concerning the Prieſts,who are ſo buſie to make Complaints 
eainſt Set arians, Hereticks ,and heretical. Books , deſiring the Ma- 
Ls giſtrates, 


T' mall Treatiſe does not Appear with the Approbation 


| Tothe READER. 


Dottrine by Perſecution : They would do better ,to empley their thme 


in the anſwering of theſe Poſitions. And whereas they are call d Spin 


ritual,let them feht with Spiritual Weapons(if they have them ) and 


bring forth ſomething in defence of their old Maſter ,and bis King- 
dom and Power ,now in a time of need,when it is near come to an end 

Ana whereas the words Government, Dominion Raign, and 
Kingdom, are often us d , by which, ſome of perverſe Minds may 
conclude, That I intend thereby the Overthrow,or Changing or Sub- 
verting of outw.1rd Government. To prevent ſuch a Momus,1 de 
declare in the-ſight of God,and before all Men, That I have ne ſuch: 
thought, or intention, perfettly declaring my Fudement, viz, 


That a Chriſtian ought to live peaceably, and quietly under all ſorts 


of Governments,which the Lord permits to be,or s pleaſed to ſet up; 
and 1 dobelieve, That the Ruling or Government of an Emperor, 
King, Prince ,or State in it ſelf,is not Repugnant to, but Conſiſtant 
with the Government of Chriſt , whoſe Kingdom is Spiritualzand the 
wore he Ret zns inthe Hearts of peoplegthe eaſier will it be for the Ru- 
lers of this World to fulfill their office,and if the Devil were wholy 


diſ-thron'd ;, yet notwithſtauding they might ſtill Rale, Derreeing- 
Fuſtice, according to the Words of him, who ſaid, By me Kings: 


Raign,and the Princes degree Juſtice z by me Princes Rule, 
and the Nobles,even all theJudges of the Earth, Prov.8. 1 5,. 
16. 4nd then they would bt under him,who is their King and Lord; 
and the People would live a pleaſant,Goaly and peaceable life under 


their Reſpective Kings and Loras. 


And [ceing theſe things are promiſed,and that he is faithful that 


hath promiſed them ; Why ſhould not we then hope for, and expett 
the fulfilling thereof ; And ſo, Courteous R eader, having grow 
thee this ſhort Caution and Inſtrutt ion] leave thee to Read the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, and remain a Friend to thee apd all Men, 
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gifrates, they would abuſe their power, to defend them and their L// | 
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Sounded inthe BOR DERS of _ 
Spiritual Egypt-+| 
Which ſhall be heard in Babylon, and aſtoniſhthe 
Inhabitants of the Defiled and Polluted Habitations - 
ofthe EARTH. 

M which he furniſheth his Children and Servants withal; 

by which he ſeeks to uphold his Kingdom ;, pleading 
now a Right to that which he got by Subtilty ; and has taught bis | | 
whole Family, That it is impoftible for any tobe freed from un- - 
der bis Service; even as if all men, that are cteated of God were 
created to the ſervice of the Devil : and although be can make no 
man, yet that he is able, after they are made, to keep them in his 
ſervice; yea,although their Maker does call for them to ſerve him : 
And ſo by this ſuppos'd Neceſſity (which is a DoQrine well-plea- 
ſing to the fleſh) he keeps Nations, Kindreds, Tongues,and People 5 
in Bondage to his will ; and not only ſo, but he has ſo bewitched, 
and beſotted his whole Synagogue, and every ſort in it, that they; 
cannot endure to hear that they ſhould be made free z and all thar 
come to declare Liberty to their Captives, and an opening of the 
Door of this Priſon: bouſe (the darkneſs) unto'thoſe that; are ſhut, 
vpwitbin it, they cry outagainſt ſuch, Away with them fromthe, 
Farth ;. let them be Crucified, Stoned, Hanged, Burned, Impriſop-: | 
ed and Baniſhed , or at leaſt,derided and mocked at,and all man-; =; 


ner of evil beſpoken of them : a what have they Zone 2:; The 
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Any are the Devices of Satan, and great is the Subtilty 
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=_—— have preached apainſi Sin, that ir muſt come to an end ; and have 

| _ preached, That that which is Perfe& is to be found in this life, by 
which men might come to the acceptable Year ofthe Lord, unto 
whom there is nothing acceptable which is imperfeR. 

Certainly there is no manner of Slaves, ſo welt] contented with 
their Bondage, as the Devil'sare ; and therefore it is worth the 
confidering,what right he had to Raign-over Man-kind, and what 
Work it is, be giveshis Servants to do, that is ſo well pleaſing un- 
to them, that they cannot endure to hear of being ſet at liberty, as 
long x5 they have a day to live : As for my part, I have conſidered 

=_ what right the Devil can claim to the; Goverment; which he has 

among the Children of Men, raigning over Kings and Princes, 

Prieſlls, and People, from one Sect to another, ſetting them all co 

workin blind Zeal one againſt another,yer all agreeing in this one 

Queſtion (to wit). Is there any Man or Woman upon the Earth, 

that is freed from under the reign of the Devil that be can live 

without Sin? or is it poſſible for any to be ſo? the general Anſwer 

is, No, weareal}, and muſt be all his Servants all the days of our 

lives, But ſome might ſay, Seeing you are all Fellow- Servants, 

and that both yov, and your Work do belong to one Maſter ; why 

then are you diſagreeing with one another about the work ?-But 

Oh ! my ſoul longeth that (ome might be awakened,once to conſt. 

.” der, and to bethink themſelves, how they came to this ſtate and 

_ condition, by what right and authority their Maſter keeps them in 

this Bondape ; and whether ir is not both lawful and poſfible, 
to come from under it. | 

And inthefirſt place it is to be conſidered,thatthbis ſpirit, which 

is called the Devil and Satan, had no dominion over Man in the 

beginning; for God gave Man power over all Beaſts, Filkes, Fowls 

and every creeping thing, that he ſhould Rule over them , and 

in that time, the Devil, that old creeping Serpent was kept under, 

and could not ſpeak,nor command as with authority,and he being 

but a Subject himſelf,he ſought ts have dominion , having loſt the 

glory-of the everlaſting Kingdom, and ſo he came to the Woman, 

which was made and brought forth in a time of fleep, and perſwa- 

ded ker, (Mark,nqt commanded) and his p:rſwalion was ; that ſhe 

ſhould break the command of God;under pretence that ſhe ſhould 

{ be proficed thereby : So here was bur a ſnecking underly ſpirit, 

"0 | | coming 
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coming to the Woman in a decetirful feigned manyer, witha Lys © 
in his mouth, toſee if he could deceive her, and lead her cobedif- 
obedi:nt to her -God and Maker 3 Who could then have thought, 
that this ſpirit,that was ſubje&-to all ſorts of miſery, ſhould have 
reigned -and ruled over ſo many Millions of thouſands of Men, 
both high & low,young and 01d?Well,the Woman hearkved afrer 
a Lyc,and broke the Command of God, and went to try whether, 
this Serpent had found out a way,to make her better or notz& not *. 
only ſo, but went to the Man, ard gave him alfo, and he did eat: 
Mark,this Devil, the old Serpent, he did not goto the Man ; that 
was 2 work too high for him ; but there comes his Companion, 
(wtlfich was given of God) which was of ' his Fleſh and Bones, to 
tempt fiim , he did not hearken tothe Devil, but to his deceived 
Wife, and he did cat, and their Eyes were opened, and they.were 
aſhaw'd, & hid themſelves: Here were thetwo-firſt ſubjeRs, which 
the Devil had in his Kingdom, be having before this time no Do- 
minion among the Creatures which God had made. 4 

Now it, is to be obſerved, that there are but four wayes to. 
come into Dominion ; to wit, by Deſcent, by Eleftion, by Con- 
queſt, and by Treaſon, | 

Now which of theſe it is, by which the Devigot his entrance, is 
eaſje to be concluded : All that are wiſe will ſay, That it was by 
Treaſon and Faiſhoed, and that Man thereby came to be deprived of | 
that Dominion and Rule, which he had before, and his boldneſs 1} 
was taken from him,and he was aſhamed:So now ſee for whom you | 
are pleading, all you thar are ſo zcalouſly pleading for the Devils 
Kingdom (viz) for an old Traytor, that came into his Goverment 
by a Lye, and ſpoyl'd our Predecgflors,of their Dominion, Glory 
and Power at once, by Sin,for which you are now pleading : Oh, 
Bluſh and be aſhamedevery one of you, and let your mouthes be 
ſtopped forever, | | 

But now, ſccing that it fell out ſo, What was the determination 
of the Lord in this matter ? hearken to his Sentence: And to the 
Serpent he ſaid, becauſe thou haſt done ſo, thonſhalr creep vpon” | -« 
thy Belly,and art curſedabove al] Cattel,and abcve all the Beaſts 
of the Field , ſce he muſt creep upon his Belly, and nor ſtand upon : 
his tip-roes, lifting up bis head above the Nations ; be muſt ea . 
Du, and the other Beaſt muſt eat the Graſs of the Field; byt be 3 
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Daft, zll the days of his life, and not the Fat of the Land, and to 
bave the centh parcof theFruits of theEarth beſtowed on his mean- 
eft Servants, having alſo the other nine parts of it beſtowed and 
ordered to his will, and ſo ſhall it be with thee as long as thou li- 
veſt, that is not to ſay,that he ſhall live for ever,and to have Duſt 
to eat,and a Belly to creep upon ; But at laſt God hasdetermined 
that his h:ad ſhould be bruiſed, there # his end, Oh ! All ye Plea- 
# ders for Sin, behold your Prince, and hear his Sentence and be 
aftham'd, and ſtop your Mouthes forever. 
And now when he had gotten a little Dominton,let Us examine - 
a little, how this Traytor us'd his Rule in the beginning? bis firſt 
Leſſon was, to Teach his new ſubjeRs,to hide th&tmfelves from the 
preſence of God, that which before was their chiefeſt joy and 
crown, was now their greateſt fear and dread; and ſothey run 
under the Trees, hiding themſel yes, as their Poſterity now does at 
this day ; but the Lord found them out, and fpoke to them, and 
cauſed them to hear that dreadful Sentence ; and not only ſo, bur 
G P trove them out from where Life was to be found, into the Earth, 
where there was nothing to be gotten without pin and labour , 
and whereas they were beforein Dominion, and had nothing to 
do but to dreſs the Garden in which the Life was ; they muſt now 
Till the Ground, which brought forth unto them Bryers and 
Thorns : aad in that tate Man's miſery was great, and his forrow 
unſpeakable; and his darknefs not to be exprefſed ; and had loſt 
his diſcerning of things that diff:r, and having an expeRation of 
a Seed, which ſhould deſtroy the Serpent, and bruiſe bis head ; he 
"= was apt to think every Birth, to be that Seed(as bis Children in the 
--fall do at this diy)ſo that when Cain was born,bis mother ſaid,ſhe 
had gotten a Man from the Lord , but poor Woman,ſhe knew not 
the ſeed, and how that that ſeed which is born of the fleth is a per- 
ſecutor,and that the Enmity is great in the firſt birth , and ſo that 
although he grew up to be au Offerer, yethedid not grow up in 
# dominion over the Serpent,nor over the quality oF the Deſtroyer 
in himſelf, and that ſort of ORering was mose acceptable to the 
Devil then to God. And now mark, that man was a Sinner,and. 
* ». yet religious,his Sin and Religion were conſiſtent, and could have 
"> Place together at one and the ſme tune in one man, as it is now 
with the profeſſors of this Age; whoſay,they are Sinners and _ 
caclr 
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their beſt Works are polluted and defiled with'Sin, and that they 
muſt remain ſo whilſt they live , and yet they will ſeckacceptarice 
with God in theſe polluted Offerings ; notwithſtanding they dv 
profeſs him to be pure to whom they Offer : Thus was this firſt Sz- 
crificer blind and darkned,and ſo are many Thouſands after him, 
and the dominion of the Devil was over bim. - PI 
Firſt, Deceiving him,by Leading him,to ExpeR an Acteptance, 
becauſe he Offered, though with an Evil Heart. : 
Secondly, to lead him into the evil which had kept him from 
acceptance, ; | 
Thirdly, by making him ſo Wrath and Angry (becauſe he was 
not accepted) againſ his Brother that did wel), and was partaker 
"of the one ſure Faith of the Ele Seed of God : And the Serpent 
having thus darkned his mind, then he durſt come before him with 
a Ly«(though he was aMan,of whom Zve thought, that ſhe had got» 
ten him from the Lord )perſwading him,that if that Faithful Abet- 
was out of the Way, that then it would be better with him : So 
he hearkned ro the Counſel of this evil ſpirit, and ſhed innocent 
Blood about Religion, here Perſccution gor its enterance into the- 
World, by one that was an Offerer, and an Evil Doer together ay 
a fir Inſtrument for ſuch a. Work. But behold, what became of this. 
Man;the Blood which he had ſhed, and the Earth which had drunk 
it up,cry'd for Vengence againſt this bloody Offerer,and he fear'd 
exccedingly,and ſaid, He could not bear his Puniſhment; and ſaid, 
Every one ttfat finds me will (lay me , and to prevent that; he went 
and Built a City in the Land of Nod, here was the beginning of 
Fortificaticns, which was to defend the Tranſgreflor.; for tF& 
Righteous have a Tower,namely, the Name of God,and there they 
are ſafe without ſuch Gates or walls. | 
Now let every one conſider, how little right this.ſpirithad-in- 
all theſe things ; but be entered by aL ye, and Reigned by a Lye, 
and Darkneſs and deceit was his defence for his Government ; and: 
how little reaſon there is bo plead for ſuch a ſpiric, let-rhe wiſe in 
heartjudge. | 
It would go beyond my perſent aim and purpoſe, to trace: 
this ſpicit, who is called the Deviland Saran, the Dragen ard: 
eli Serpent, through all Ages, lince the beginning, to fee eds 
W.. 
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7. bow little Truth, Right or Equityhe came up, to reign among 
Men, the underſtanding Reader of the Scriptures of Truch can 
ſee it Elear enough; and it is a great Wonder ( and one 6f the 
greateſt) that is in that part of the World,called Chriftcudom,thar 
there are ſo many men(being men of KnowleUge in other matters, 
and ſuch as ſet up the Scriptures ſo much as they ſeem to do, cal- 
| ling it, The Word of God, the Rule of Chriffians, the Light ofthe 
'World, the Guide of Life, &c. ) that chey ſhould go with ſuch a 
Book in their hands, pleading for the Devil's kingdom ; _ and 
for a Neceſlity, that it muſt continue as long as there 1s a man 
"- upon Earth : Whereas the Scripture in ſubſtance 1s nothing elſe 
but as a Declaration of him, and his Government, and ſheweth 
how he ought to be forſaken, oppoſed, . refiſted and eaſt out ; 
and withal, how that primitive, pure and holy, and Righteous 
Law of that Spirit, which is called God, and is Holy, Pure 
and Bleſſed, forever ; how that ought to be embrac'd, receiv'd and 
exalted in the whole Creation : I ſay, this 15a very great Won- 
der, of which, and of the Conſequences whereof, the Chri/tians, fg 
cal}'d, have cauſe to be aſhamed , yea, are a Reproach to the whole 
; World, andit is high time, that ſome do ariſe for 'God, and 
- " the Call is gone forth, ho on the Lord's Part ? Exod, 32, 26, 
The Devil hath an innumerable Hoſt to plead for Sin, ſome 
with Arguments, and ſome with cruel Weapons 3 But who is on 
the Lord's Part, that can ſay, The Lord Reigns in Righteouſ- 
neſs, and in Truth he Judges the Earth ? Oh ! all ye carnal Pro- 
feſfors of God and Chriſt in words, but in Works deny him, and 
, - Tay, ThatSin muſt ſtand and remain as long as you live, Be it 
known unto you, in the Name of the God of Heaven, That where 
Sin remains, there the Devil is Prince and Ruler, and if that 
muſt remain as long as you live, the Devil defires it no longer ; 
for he that will be b1s Servant, in this life, muſt be his Compani- 
on inthe World to come. But hear yethe Word of the Lord, 
thou great Hoſt, and mighty Army of the Devil, Beaſt, Serpenc 
and the old Deceiver, who plead that his Government (hall 
Rand as long as there is aman to live upon Earth ; The Contro- 
verlie of the Lord God Almighty is proclaim'd,and begun againſt 
you al}, and your Prince; yea, the Arm of the Everlaſting God 
15 ſtretched out again yon, and henceforth ye ſha! not be Profſpe-. 
rous ; 


- 


rous ; but'the Dominion of your Prince ſhall be leſſened; and both 


his and your Power ſhall be weakned, and your Weapons, both of 


Deceit and Cruelty ſhall be broken and come to nought : The In- 
heritance of the. Wicked ſhall be laid waſte, and the defign which 
hath been carried on fo long ſhall befruftrated ; Deceit and Fal- 
fhood ſhall fall before the Truth. and Darkneſs ſhall flee before the 
Light, and your fortified City ſhall fail you, and the Land of Ned 
will'not be a iding place for you: for the Arm of the Almighty 
God of facob ſhall ſcatter you as a reproach , and make you 
aſhamed of your Work, and of your Prince. 

Now to touch a little at your Argumerts, which the Servants of 
this ſpirit make uſe of, for to hold up bis Kingdom z of which 
they ſay, It is impoſſible that ic ſhould be brought down, even as if. 
God had given up all Man-kind(which is the bett of is. Creation) 
unto the Devil , and that he ſhould keep:none of them for bimſe1 
to ſerve him, till they Have fulfilled the Devil's work to the full; 
and can ſerve him no longer : Certainly the Heathens, Mew sand 
Indians, have a detter Dorine then theſe in the gronnd, though 


Darkneſs is over their underſtandings, as concerning God, and: 


Heaven,and ſuch things, yet many of them,do not judge thatthere 
1s ſuch a neceffity to do evil as long as they live , but abſtain from 


that which they know to be evil, and they that do ſo, are eſteemed.” 
to have their pleaſures and delight in the Eliziam- Ficlds after they 


are dead. Lucilizs ſaid, Know ye not what grievous Puniſhments and. 
Torments the wicked and-evil' men are to ſuffer after this life ;, or 41 what 
great happineſs the good men ſhall live? The Heathen Epicarmss, ſaid, If 
thou art godly in thy mind, thou ſhalt (being m_ not (uffer evil ; and ma- 
ny ſuch ſayings are among them : Bur theſe 

plead a neceflity to ſerve this ſpirit, whom. they-call the-Deval, 


whoſe place they will confeſs is-in Hell, andin the everlaſting... 
Fire; yetthey notwithſtanding without doing good, ,cxpet ts... 


18joy their Elzium , to wit, a Heaven, where God: and the boly-. 
Angels dwell forever, + by 
Now let us examine a little what reaſonthere is-for-this great: 
miſtake. Firſt they ſay, That Sin is rocted and planted inthe Nature 
of Man ; yea, ſo that a man wiſt ceaſe to be a Man, before he can come. 
to ceaſe from being a Sinner, _ | 
He: 
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fallen Chriftians who 
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' Heyſwer, That Man in his Natural tate, is ſo united. with Sin 
as that he thereby is ſeperated from God, I do aot deny ; and alſo 
that there is a natural-inclination in'man, to commit Fx, ts alſo 
true; to wit, as long as they remain in their natural tate and con- 
dition : And if theſe Champions for the Devil's Kingdom had 


blotted out (out of that which they call their Rule} all thoſe Pre- 


rious ſayings,that make mention of a ſtate of Grace, of being under 
Grace, of being Changed or Trayſlated, of being Redeemed and made 
Free,of being waſhed Clueſed,$ anftified,perfettlyin Soul Body and Spi- 
rit, and many more ſuch places; then they had had a Pleafor their 
Prince : But ſeeing there is ſuch a large Teſtimony of the Mercy 
and goodneſs of God, and of his Power and Al- ſufficiency ro Re- 
deem and Save; therefore it is worthy to be pleaded, before we 


. aHow the Devil ſuch an unlimitted Power in and.among,yea,over 
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all the Sons and Daughters of Men. And therefore,as concerning 
the firſt pare of this Obje&tion, to wit ; That Sin 15 rooted in the 
Nature of Man ; ' How came it to be rooted there ? Whoſe Work 
was it to make it ſo? was it the Work of God , or hath he order- 
ed it, that it ſhould beſo? If ſo, Why is any Man or Woman pu« 
niſhed or condemned for its b:ing ſo, ſeeing it could not be other- 
wiſe? But none elſe but ſuch as are wholly blind, from a true ſence 
of God will dare to ſay ſo : For then the mainifold calling of Sin- 


Ners unto. Repentance, to Yaſs them, to Cleanſe them, to put away 


the Evil from them, te Ceaſe ts do Evil, &c. mult all be againſt his 
will and ordering ; and ſo conſequently but a mockery : But God 
forbid that any Man ſhould ſay or think ſo. Well, if it was not 
by the ordering or appointment of God, but that God has made 
Man Righteous in his Nature, Will and Aﬀections ; yea in tbe 


_ -Tmmage of God he Created him: Then it muſt needs be another that 
has wrought this great Work, to plant Sin im his Nature, and 


when it is examined, it will appear, that it is the work of a curſed 


-Outc-3ft,an Unclean,Lying, Treacherous Spirit, who was rejected 


of God,and had no place in the whole Creation, but by framing a 


1ye he brought a poor Woman from her Integrity and Obedience; 


and ſo from that came a great aiteration to be in her, and a 


Ground or Foundation was laid for the Devil co build upon ; and 
from that time he has always had a Rule in the hearts of the Chil- 
dren of Diſobedience : But now that this Rule and Government 


ſhould 
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But now that this ae 


ſhould not only be Univerſal, bur alſo Irreſiſtable and Unalte- 
rable; yea,though God - ar ſtretch forth bis Power, to Re- 
deem any out of this Kingdom, to bring them into the Kingdoin of 
his dear Son , yet they ſay,it is impoſlible for him, till he dyes : Te 
isas much asto ſay,If God will have any Man to ſerve him perfe&t- 
ly,he muſt firſt kill him, and then he ſhall have him to his ſervice in 
another World : Oh Herrible Ignorance of the Power of God, 
and of the end for which Chriſt came into the World ! namely, to 
deſtroy the Dc: vil and his Works. Now when his Work 1s deſtroy- 
ed, which has a tendancy to corrupt man's nature, then the nature 
of Men and Women comes to be again holy, clean and pure, and 
Man comes to be Reſtored to his firſt Image ; and the Glory of the 
firſt Body is again known; of which all the Bond- ſlaves of the De- 
vil are Ignorant , and this Power to reſtore tte nature of Man a- 
S4in, is the Lord's alone; it was the Devil that corrupted ic,and it 
1s God that ſanRikies it again, and delivers it by the Spirit of 
Judgment and of Burning, which the Hypocrites cannot bear. 
Now the manner how the nature of Man came to be corrupted, 
you have heard that it was by Man's joyning with that ſpirit that 
was fallen and caft out from God, and had onely a power in the 
Darkneſs, and could not Reign over any thing, but over that 
which he could draw fromthe Glory of God into the Darkneſs : 
And God whodwel's inthe Light, being mov'd with infinite com- 
paſſion, ſent his Eternal Son, that was-with him before the World 
was, that he ſhould- be made partaker ofthe fame nature 1n which 
Man was Created ; that by the Vertue of the Eternal power he 
might reſtore him unto God, and might miniſter unto the ſpirits 
of all ſuch to whom this Darkneſs and corrupted ſtate was a Pri- 
ſon-houſe ; And this Jeſus received not the nature of Angels,that 
was not his Work, but he received the Seed of Abraham, which was 
in Captivity, that he might Redeem ir from Captivity through 
Death; ſuffering under the weight of that which oppreſled the 
Creature, and cauſed it to groan after Redemption , fo that al- 
though it could not deliver it ſelf, yet it might come to'be Deliver- 
ed through Faith in him who is mighty to ſave: And this Jeſus, 
which was of the Seed of Abrabar after the fleſh, purifieth the na- - 
ture of all thoſe that joyn with: him; for the Work of the Devil 
is to bring in corruption ; 2nd the Work of Chriſt is to deſtroy 
C : - 


. it, 
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it, and inſtead thereof: to bring in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs : 
Now where Sin is remaining in the nature, there the Covenant 
with Hell and Death is not broken, neither are ſuch in Covenant 
with God, but are yet under the Power of the Prince of the Air, 
whatever they may profeſs; And the death of Chriſt is yet of no 
value unto them, becauſe they are yet in their Sin and corrupted . 

- * nature, unchanged, untranſlated ; So that thoſe that hold this Plea 
for the Dcvil,that becauſe he once got a Place in the nature of Man,and 
h.» corrupted it , that therefore Sin muſt remain ſo long as the Life or na- 
ture remains , ſuch are Strangers to the Work of God, and to his 
Power by which he worketh,8& alſo to Chriſt Jeſus through whom 
he works, and they have more Faith in the Power of the Devil,then 
in the Power of Chriſt , believing that the Devil is more able to 
keep the Creature, and to hold faſt that which by Deceit and 
Treachery he has gotten in it, then God (who made the Creature 
good in his nature) is able to reſtore it to his firſt purity, that the 
Creature might come to ſerve him in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs: 
And ſuch as ſo believe,are no true Chriſtians, nor true Believers ; 
Bur are ſtanding in the corrupt nature, that has unity with the 
Devil and pleads his Cauſe, who is willing that his corrupt birth 
ſhould live in Man as long as he lives in the World , for he knows 
that ſo long no acceptable S3crifice can be offered up to God, for 
you cannot bring forth a clean Sacrifice out of an unclean Veſlel; 
and as long as nature is defiled, the works will be unclean that are 
wrought in that nature. 


Seconaly,The Second pleading is; That never any Man was freed from 
Sin,ever ſince Sin firſt entered into the World, and that therefore it is Pre= 
ſumption,to expett ſuch a thing in thus Life. 


 Anſw, If this Poſition were true, That there was never any 
Man freed from (in, yet it would be preſumption to ſay, that 
God ſhould not beable to do that which he never did ; and it is 
alſo preſumption to conc]ude,that never any Man was freed - but 
if this Polition befalſe, then not only the conſequence is falſe, 
to wit, that none can be freed, but alſo the Argument it ſelf is 
proved to be a Lye, and fo is ſwept away, and a Door is opened 
unto all, that bave more love to Righteouſneſs then to Sin, _ to 

10pe 
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hope and to expeR,that the ſame work ſhould again be wrought ir 
and for them, without preſumption. Now,that all men are Sinners 
by nature, isevident , and that-ſome were changed out of that na- 
tural State, is as evident; ſothat the Queſtion is only, whether 
thoſe, that are tranſlated out of that finful nature, remain ſinful, 
yea, or nay ? which if it be ſo, what advantage have they beyond 
others, if they, after they are tranſlated, muſt remain unfreed ? 
But I anſwer with the words of the Apoliſe, 1 Per. 4. 1. He that 
hath ſuffered inthe fleſh hath ceaſed from Sin, And here he ſpoke of 
ſuch that were yet in the Body, but had ſuffered with, and were 
made Partakers of the Sufferings and Death of Chriſt, which was 
to Sin ; tfirough which every one muſt paſs, before they can come 
to the Reſurrection that is in Chriſt, by which (ſaid Peter) The: 
obtained the anſwer of a good Conſcience in the Sight of God ; which he 
calls the Bapti/ms that Saves : now ſome having been Partakers ©: 
that Death, Baptiſm, and ReſurreRion of Chriſt, by which they 
came to ceaſe from Sin, and to have an anſwer of a good Conſci- 
-ence, without offence both to God and Man, (wbich none that lin, 
can have) then may there ſome lawfully expe& to come to the en- 
joyment of the ſame ſtate of freedom and clearneſs, as well now,zs 
formerly without preſumption. 

Secondly, I anſwer with the words of the Apoſtle, 1 oh. 3.9: 
He that # born of God ſinneth net, becauſe his ſeed abideth in him, ad he — 
eaunet fin, for he is burn of God. Now whereas there have been ſome, >— 
that were born of God,and have been his Children , and that they 
that were {o, had overcome the Wicked One, ſo that he could not 
touch them ; but they had kept their Garments white and unſpot= 
ted;and that ſome have been freed from the Law of Sin and Death; 
and that ſome have Walked unblamable,and without ſpot,and had 
put off the old Man with his Deeds,and had known the new Birth, 
and could by the Holy Spiritcall God Father , which things are 
all manifeſt in the Scriptures of Truth, which none can deny, but 
thoſe that will deny the Scripture; Why then ſhould any man 
queſtion that the ſame Works of Redemption ſhould not now a-_- 
gain be brought to paſs ? And therefore it is lawtul to expe it 
without preſumption. This Argument being confuted by the ex+ 
perience of the Saints. 

* Thirdly, The Faith of Gods Ele& is but one in all Ages - 
C 2 ar. 
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and that Faith has purified the Hearts of many in former Ages, 
and has taugbt them to walk with God, as for inſtance, 

Gen.5. Enoch walked with God ſeveral Hundreds of Years , 
21, and it would be a horrible thing to ſay, That he walk- 
| ed with God, when he walked in Sin, as if God walk. 
ed in a ſinful way : For the Prophet ſaid, The Bloody Man , 
wor the Worker of Iniquity, dwelleth nor walketh not with the Lord : 
But Enech dwelled and walked with the Lord, and did not 
Iniquity ; for if he had, he ſhould not have obtained a Teſti- 
mony, That he pleaſed the Lord ,, for Sinners and Evil-doers do 
not plealehim. By Faith Noah walked with God, and 

2Pet, was a Preacher of Righteouſneſs in the old World , 
2. 5. alſo Lot in Sodom , which they- could not have been, if 
they had been Sinners, except they had been ſuch Prea- 

chers as the Preachers at this day ; butthey were owned of God, 
though they were mocked of men , and it it ſaid' of them, Thar 
they aid inberit Righteouſueſs, which they Preached, and of Lox 
it 1s faid, That hi Sonul as weil u his Dotlrine was Kighte« 
ow, And by the ſame Faith fob was kept in the Fear of God 
in the Land of Vz,; for that taught him to eſchew Evil, by 
. which he obtained a Teſtimony of God, That he was 

1 fob 1, Perfeft and Upright , which no Sinner 1s : and if he 
22, bad not been free from Sin, it would have been falſe, 
to ſay of him, That he eſchewed the Evil, and was Perfett ; 

And though his Tryals were many , yet he finned not with his 
Lips, neither did he charge God fouliſhly ; and in the end of all 
his Tryals, God cleared him of having (tinned, witneſſing, That 
he had found him Faithful, ' and received a Sacrifice from his 
hand for thoſe zealous Profeſſors, that had charged him with 
Sin, whom God had cleared. And the ſame Faith cauſed 
Abraham and Sarah tobe Partakers of the Promiſe, and Abra- 
ham was 2 Friend of God, of which Chrilt ſaid , Thar none cond 
be, but by fulfilling bis 1 , and thoſe that do fo, are no Sin- 
| ners, And by this Faith Aoſes chuſed rather to ſuf- 
Heb. 11, ter Afflition with the People of God, then to enjoy the 
25. Pleaſure of Sin : So mark, he left Sin, ard the Flea- 
ſure of it, and then he muſt be without Sin; by 


which he obtained a Teſtimony, That he was a Servant of Ged 
which 


(17) <4 


which Sinners arenot, By Faith David's Heart was made after 
the Mind of God, and that 1s nor (ſinful , but free from it; 
For in him is no Darkneſs at all. By the ſame Faith the 
Prophets were choſen Veſſels of God, and were upheld in their 
Teſtimony for God , till they came to obrain that Teſtimony, 
That they were the Men and Servants of Ged, + which they could 
not have been, and withal Servants unto Sin, * And the | 
Scripture bearcth Record of Zacharias, and Elizabeth Luke 
his Wife, That they were both Righteous before God, 1. 2, 
not by an Imagined Righteouſneſs, but in regard to 

their Converſation, walking in all the Commands and Statutes 
of the Lord unblamablez but if they had been under the pow:r 
of Sin, and not freed from it, they had been neither unblamable, 
nor Righteous, but muſt at leaſt have rranſgreſled ſome of the 
Commands of the Lord, or elſe they could not be Sinners. Alſo 
Nathaniel, in whom there was no Guile, which could not 
have been, if he had been under the power of Sin. Fohz 1, 
And much more might 1 write upon this Subjet, to 48, 

ſhew, how that many by this one Faith, in all Apes, 

have been delivered from Sin, and become the Children and Ser- 
vants of God; and therefore thuſe that are Partakers of this 
Faith in this Age, may hope and expe, that the ſame Work may 

be wroughtin them, and this 1s no Preſumption : And if theſe | 
Sin-pleaders [hould ſay, That there is none Partaker of this Faith r.0w got ; 
at this day, and therefore cannot be made free from Sin, they will ex-* 4 
clude themſelves. which they will hardly do, becauſe they would Y. 
fain havea Name of being Believers, though they deny the Work 
of the true Faith in themſelves. 

Furthzr, Let us conſider what theſe ſlrong Pleaders ſor Sin 
have to fortihe rhemſcives withal z they ſay, They have the Scrip- 
ture to plead withal for Sing which certainly was never the inten- 
tion of the holy Spirit, by which it was given forth ; But ( ſay 
they ) it is written in 1 Kings 8. 46, For there 1s no Man that 
finneth not, Avſw. This is very true, neither doI plead, that any 
man is free from Sin all the dayes of his Life ( except Chriſt ) 
but have confeſſed, they are all S'nners by Nature, until they be. 
changed : aid belides, there it is ſpoken of a People that were 


under the Law, of which the Apoſtle ſayes, That it made-notbing 
perfect 
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perfe, but,ſaid he, the bringing in of a better Hope did ; but the 

. Lawdid not purifie the Commers thereto, according to the Con- 
ſcience : but when the Offercrs had offered, there remained an E- 
vidence of Sin in the Conſcience ; but what is that ro the Chriſti- 
ans, who are come to know a better Hope, and the Blood that puri- 
fieth the Conſcience; for that ſame Apoſtle,that ſaid,the Law made 
no man perſe&t(under which Law Solomon was,as alſo that People, 
Toncerning whom it was ſaid , there is none that lives and inneth 
not) notwithſtanding the fame Apoſtle ſaid, that it was the bring- 
ing in of a better Hop? that did it : And what are theſe Fighters 
for Sin, and Sin- pleaders become ſo Zealous,that chey wil) rather 
deny the better Hope then to ceaſe from Sin ? if not, then there is 
a poſſibility to be made perfe& by the Blood of Chriſt,which the 
Blood of Bulls and Goats could not do. 


Another Obje&ion is brought forth , that is, That the Apoſtle 
Paul ſaid, that Sin lived in him ;, and that the geod that He would do, He 


did net ,, and the evil that He would not ao, that He aia, 


Anſw, That Paul knew the paſſing through ſuch a State,is with+ 
out queſtion, and is not denied , but this does not prove at all, thar 
he never knew no better State, or that he never came to perfeRi- 
on ; for in that place he makes mention of three States; Firſt, How 
it was with him when he lived without the Law of God in his li- 
berty co fight againſt the Truth ; and he thought he might do ma- 
ny things againſt the Name of Jeſus: 2dly, He declares of his Con. 
vincement,and how it was with him then, when he knew he ſhould 
not dono more againſt the Truth, and yet, not being wholly 
changed he did things which he knew he ought not, by reaſon of 
Sin living and dwelling in im; and that State he did not call Hap» 
py or Bleiled (as theſe blind Profeſſors do at this day, that take up 
a Reſt in this State, and ſay, they can never be Redeemed out of it) 
(for he ſpeaking of ſuch a Condition, cryes out for Deliverance, 
calling it a miſerable Condition, which plainly ſheweth, that his 
eye was upon a further and better State, unto which he alſo bear- 

- eth Witneſs; ſaying, be was made free by the Law of the Spirit of 
*--- Life, both of the Law of Sin and of Death; in which time he was 


yet in the Body, 
Now 
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Now, what reafon have theſe Pleadets for-Sin to believe, that. 
Paul was in all theſe three States at once ? and if not , Why not in 
the laſt? being the other two are but fore-going States, leading to 
the third,eſpecially conſidering the many other Teftimonies, which << 
he gives of his being perfe&t,and of thoſe,that by bis Miniſtry were 
brought to perfeRtion z ſaying, concerning himſelf, Timorby,and . 
Silvanus, We can do nothing againſt the Truth : and in another place 
he teſtifies, T hat he has fought a good F ight kept the Faith, and finiſhed his <<- 
Conrſe, Now, if it was finiſhed, then there was no more to run, 
and if the Fight was Fought, then the Enemies were no more alive, 
as they were when Sin lived and dwelled in him, Apain, he ſayes 
in another place, We preach Wiſdom among them that are Perfect , 
Thar 1s after the explication and Sence of theſe Sin-pleaders ; We 
preach Wiſdom among none, except among thoſe that are s]ready 
departed out of this World,and gone to Heaven, And again, As 
many of you as are Perfeft,be ſo minded, That is to ſay after their ex-, 
plication, let none be thus minded, before they be dead. Apain, 
at laſt, Dear Brethren be perfett, And of one mind, &c. But this they _— 
ſay cannot be in this Life. And again, he ſayes ro the Hebrews, 
Tow are come to the ſpirits of juſt Men made perfett, and to God the Righs 
te6ms / uage of all, &c, But where were theſe Hebrews ? were they. 
yet alive, or were they dead? if dead, How came his Epiſtle to 
meet them?But a wilful Blindneſs is come over many of theſe Ser- 
vants and Miniſters of Darkneſs, and they have rebellious Hearts 
a2ainſt tlie Light, that diſcovers their Sin, and would. lead them 
out of ir. 

But becauſe they have more love to Sin, then to the Light , 
therefore they ſeek to cover themſelves ſo much : Bur the Day is . 
come, that has diſcovered them, and th:ir deceitful Coverings 


will not long<r cover them. 


\ 


Another Pleading js of that which is ſpoken by the Apoſtle 
John, 1 fch.1.8. If me ſay we have no Sin, we aeceive our (elves, and. - 


the Truth 1s 16; 11 15, 


' Out of which words every miſerable, and pirtifull Souldicr | 
of this great Prince of Darkneſs thinks, he may Arm himſelf ſufſh.  * 


- Ciently to Gght againſt that which would deliver them, and make 
| them 
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them free: But if this Scripture were ſeen and read with that Spirit 
by which,and in which it was written, then it would appear,tbat 
this 7ohn was not ſuch a great Friend to Sin,and the Devil (who 15 
a Father of yes ) as th:m would have him co be ; For in the ſame 
Chapter he had ſhewed before, into what State they mult come, be- 
fore they can come to have Fellowſhip with God, viz. To walkin 
'the Lighc, as Chriſt was in the Light: and choſe chat ſaid, They 
h:d Fellowfliip with God and ChriRt,(as the Prieſts and Profeffors 
do at this day) and did not cometo attain unto that State to walk 
in the Light, but inſtead there of walked in Darkneſs , ſuch, ſaid 
be,were Lyars, and did not the Truth. 

Now heſaid, Hi Fellowſhip was with the Father and with the Son ; 
wiich could not be,if he had walked in darkrne/s,or was a Sinner,or 
that he had not walked ir-che Light, as Chriſt was in the Lighr, for 
then he would have made himſelf a Lyar, if he had been a Sinner, 

Avhen he ſzaid , That he had FellowRip with Godrand Chriſt. 

And therefore it ought to be well obſerved, that fob ſpeaks 
there of a ſort of Men, that were not yet brought to confeſs their 
Sins; and if ſuch came to that Conceit and Pride, as to ſay, the 
had no fins to confeſs, and ſo exalted themiſel ves above che Witnef, 
of God that reproved them, then ſuch deceived themſelves : But 
if theſe that are ſo linful, come to own that which brings them to 

| a Confeſſion of their Sins; then God is Faithful to forgive ſuch 
ſy: thzic Sins, and to Cleanſe them from all Iniquity. Now when this 
is done, to wit, when the Creature has confeſſed his Sin, and God 

bas forgiven 1t, and Cleanſed him; What muſt then that Man 

>> {ay ? Mult be then ſay, that he has his Sin (till, when he has it not ? 
Muſt he ſay, that he is Filthy and Defiled, when he is Cleanſed 

from ail that ? This would be a Lye ; and if he ſhould be Cleanſed 

* from al] Sin, he muſt certainly be Cleanſed from Lyes : And itit 
was his Duty to confeſs the Work of the Devil,when it was ſtand- 

in in bim,which were his Sins; May not he now, being Clenſed, 
——_— God's Work that has Cleanſed him , he being Cleanſed 
by him freely ? Muſt he therefore be cryed out of for a Deceiver & 
Heretick? Who is fo blind, that cannot ſee,that it is as ſerviceable, 

as neediul, and as lawfal for a man that has known the Power of 
God-to clenſe him,to confeſs that, and to bear a teſtimony to that 
work, as it is needful and lawful, when the Devil's work is ma- 
nifelted 


_ 


— 


(21) 


nifeſted in.him ; to confeſs that, and to bear a Teſtimony againk - 


that, 
Yet ſaith 7obn to thoſe that were thus waſhed, 7f we /ay, that we 


havenot ſinned, we make God a Lyar, It'is as much as if be would ſay, 
That even thoſe that are ſaved muſt. confeſs to the Power of God, 
by which they have bin judged for fin, and not to exalt themſelves 
above it,as if they had never [nned , ſeeingthatthe Witneſs of God 
teſtifieth in all, that they have ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glory 
of God : So that now the underſtanding Reader may ſee,thar 7oby 
hath not written here of an jmpoſſibility of being Dclivered from 
Sin, but abfolutely the colMary , Namely, that thoſe that cannot 
ſay that they are without ſin, may come by confeſiing their lins to 
be Cleanſed and made free from ic; yea, from all that which is un- 
righteous : Yet ſome. will ſay, that the ApoRlle in that place uſeth 
the word Je, as if he included himſelf, as if he would ſay at that 
time, if I ſhould ſay, that I had no fin, &c, * | 

Anſw, This 15 no proof at all, becauſe the contrary is prov'd be- 
forezto wit,that he had Fellowfhip with God and Chriſt, which no 
Man could have that walked not inthe Light, as he is in the Light, 
and ſuch may as well, by the ſame manner of ſpeaking, prove James 
to.'be a Curſer , whereas he ſaid, with the Tongue we Bleſs God, 
and with it we Curſe Men, that are made after the Image of God , 
and many more ſuch Inſtances might be brought forth, of the La- 
mentations and Complaints of the Prophets concerning, the Houſe 
of Iſrael, which is Tranſlated ſo in that manner of ſpeaking, which 
does not prove at al}, that the Prophets were Guilty of ſuch Sin and 
Rebellion,of which they complained, Neh,g.37..&c. But how zea- 
lous are theſe Pleaders for fin.to find out words, which they think 
do ſerve for the upholding of the Kingdom of their Maſter, when 
there is. not one word, that properly belongs, or was written to 
their purpoſe, except that Part of it, which the Devil and his Ser- 


vants, their Predeceſſors, have ſpoken or written, and that indeed - 


may-/ſerve them; as I once heard qPrickt, that was cxborting of the 
People, to imploy their Time and Ability. xo. gather knowledge, 


"confirming his Exhorfation: with the Scripture (viz) Gen. 5. Tou 


ſhall be as Gods, knowing Good and Evil. 


And another, a Mernniſt Preacher in North: Holland, whilſt he was 


warning the People to take heed of being Deceived, he exborted 
SF) D - them 
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them to Immirate the deaf Adders, Pſal. 58. 4. And (o to top their 
Ears againſt the voice of the Charmer, that Charm never ſo wiſely, $0 
the one hath his Proof from the Adder, and che other from the De - 
vil, Such Scripture Places as theſe, I do confeſs,that theſe Pleaders, 
for Sin may find co ftrengthen their Arguments ; bur that which 
was written by the Motion of the Holy Spirit of God, is a perfe& 
Teſtimony againſt them all; againſt cheir Work, and their Prince, 
So, having anſwer's their chiefeſt ObzeAions, which they draw 
out of the Scripture ; by which they endeavour to prove, That none 
Can be free fron ſin in this life, Cn ire, 6. 22. I make haſte 
to the third great Argument of theſe CiPtives, which they lay down 
againſt their own Freedom. 


Foiraly, That is, That it is the Will of God to let ſome Sins remain in 
the Be&t of his People, to keep them Humble thereby, NY 


Az-(w. If it be the Will of God,that his beft Servants ſhould fin; 
then his Will is done, when they lin. And what reaſon have any 
men to be humble and caſt-down, becauſe they have done the Will 
of God ? but rather to rejoyce, and be plad, that the Will of God 
is done,and that their Will 1s conformable to the Will of God,that 
the Will of both can be done together : This is a very eaſie way to 
the Joy of the Lord, if this brings to that ſentence, ell done Good 
and Faitbful Servant, &'c, But Wo unto thole, that are given up to 
belicve this Lye, | 

Again, Let the underſtanding Reader ( I mean thoſe, that are 
weary with their {ins,and are willing tobe free ) conlider, ( for, as 
concerning the other, they are my Oppoſers) How can God pro- 
perly becalled Almighty? and how can che Work of the Converſion 
of Souls properly be call'd Hu, ut he is neceſſitated to borrow ſom- 
thing from the Devil to keep his Children Humble withal ? Cer- 
eainly we muſt conclude,that if God had a better way to do it,that 
hewoulddo it in the beſt, and not in the worſt way, viz, By Sin, 
which is ſo yery contrary to his nature. 

But, Let but theſe Sin-pleaders ſuppoſe, That if God ſhoul@ 
ſtretch forth his Power ſofar in man, that tt ſhould deſtroy all the 
Works of the Devil, and caſt out Sin, and cauſe his Soul to take as 
great Delight and Joy in Well-doing, as ever it had in ay and 
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ſhould plant Humility as naturally in the $oul, as the Devil bas 'Y 
planted Pride in it. | 

Now the Queſtion is, Fhether ths Power, that works this change ,be 

Hot as able tokgep the Creature in this Condition, as to bring him to.it with- 
e#t any help of the Devil or his Work? But they will ſay, To ſuppoſe a thing 
that is Impoſſible#s either againſt Reaſon or Preſumption. 

1 A»(w. All things are Poſfible with God,except to Lye, and as 
concerning this, It is not only poſfible, but the contrary 1s impoſſi» 
ble,becauſe God hath ſo often promis'd it,to make a perfeA Work, — 
and to finiſh his Work in all them that truſt iv him 3 And for this 
End is Chriſt Jeſus come,T har be might deſtroy the Devil & his works: 
And in the Parable he ſaith hen he comes that is ſtronger he ſhall bind 
the ſlrong Man, and ow his Goods, and caſt him out. This ſeems as if 
Chriſt, who is the ſtronger, had no need of the Devil,or his Goods 
either, to keep his People Humble thereby : But the Apoſtle ſaid, 
That they were kept by Faith throvgh the Power of God, unto 
Salvation : Except you will ſay, as the Prieſts in Scotland ſay, Cur 
[ed ts he that er Bah is without Sin ; and let all the People ſay, Amen, 
Then the words of the Apoftle muſt be read thus, ,You are kept by 
2 Faith, which is mixed with (in, in the Power of God unto Salva- 
tion : But if you will have it ſo, ſpeak it out, as they have done ; 
but being you profeſs, That Faith 1s the Gift of God, we may well 
ſay, It is able toclenſe the Heart, and to give Victory over the 
World, and alſo over the Devil,and Sin; and then there is no need 
of fin, to keep us Humble : For if Humility was a Fruit of lin, it 
would not be ſo acceptable unto God, as it is; for the Propher 
ſayes, He giveth his Grace to the Humble and awelleth with ſuch that are 
of a Contrite gnd Broken Heart. | 

Again if a few (ins, yea,though they be but a Remnant, can keep 
men Humble; then a grear deal of (in muſt needs make a man more 
Humble: fo then let us plentifully (in, that we may plentifully be 
Humble. Burt, God forbid that ſuch dorine, or ſuch Teachers 
ſhould go unreprov'd, for they have exalted the work of the Devil 
beyond the Work of ,God : And it is becauſe ſuch Teachers have 
been countenanc'd, that the People have been led into ſo much 
Blindneſs, Ignorance, and Hardneſs of Heart, and that People 
have wholy loſt the Hope and ExpeRation of a Day of Deliver- 
ance, and bave token up a Reſt in a linfy] and flaviſh ſtate. p 
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: And now, If any come to Preach the Goſpel, which brings De- 
liverance and Freedom to the Soul, their Souls being in a Reft al- 
ready (though a Falſe Polluted-Relt) ſuch are look'd upon as Di- 
{turbers of their Reſt, and Breakers of their Peace, -and ſach like , 
even 'as it was with the Prophet Aficah, when he cryed out (Aft. 2. 
IO. ) Ariſe ye, and depart, for thus 1s not your Reſt becanſe it ut polinted, it 
ſhall deft roy yqu,even with a ſore Deſtruftion, ; 

But Bleſſed be the Lord God of Heaven and Earth forever, for 
he bath brought forth his Day of Salvation, which many have 
long'd after, and are longing, and are in travel that they might 
come to know it ;z to whom a (inful ſtate is no Reſting-place, bur is 
untothem as a ſtrange Land, in which they cannot ſing the Songs of 
Sion , but ftill have | Mhry rw in their remembrance, which is Free- 
born from above ; longing after the Day of Gatheving, that the 
Lamd ( and not the _—_— Prieſts and Teachers) may be their 
Liphrc and Leader : Unto ſuch I ſay, and teſtifie in the Name of the 
God of Heaven, Lift up your Heads, for the Day of your Redemp- 
tion draweth nigh, and Deliverance ſhall come out of Sz, the Ci- 
ty of our Solemnity : I{a.3.3.20. And a Mighty Voice hall be ſounded 
forth from the holy Mountain, from the Lord of Hoſts, aud theſe that hear 
it hall live,and the dead Bones inthe Valleys ſhall be enliven'd : and the 
7oy of that Day ſball be greater then the Foy of the Harveſt, 

Now, How,and in what manner theſe things will be brought to 
paſs, isa great Diſpute among many, that are yet ſeeking in the 
carnal Wiſdom to conceive and comprehend ſpiritual things, and 
ſo they come to be ſcatter'd and divided in their imaginations : 
And therefore in the mean time, thoſe that are become willing to 
it down in Quietneſs, in the Light of Chrift Jeſus, that ſhewerh 
every running-out of the Mind, they come to feel the Pure Fear of 

---—> God to be planted in their Hearts,fo that chey dare not think their 


own Thoughts,nor ſpeak their own Words: 4nd here i; chu Þ+gi n. 
ning of the true Wildom,by which Wiſdom it is pgiv-n 11025 rheg 
rounderftand thoſe chings which they conld nor 6nd 645 1 all the 
time of thcir Travel and Pains in the fall-n Yom 

And whil't tkey were hearkening after £/.- dilter-ne Votoes of 
mea, they never could havea Certainty , But now hearing him, 
by whom God fperketn, who is manile't within ine, whom 
meir Ear is inclin'd unto withif, they come ty kaow certainty 
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that which.they know throngh the Teſtimony of the Holy Spi. .. 
who alone is able toreveal (unto thoſe that Fear Him) the Myke- 


"Ties of God's Kingdem ; and be ſhuts them up from the Wiſe and 


Prudentoof this World. 

And therefore you that delire to have-an underſtanding of theſ: 
things, ome down from your high Builded Towers of Knowledge 
and Comprehbenlion, and fit down in that-Pure Light, that brings 
a Death upon the earthly wiſdom, and become as Fools, that you 


. may be wiſe; and that wiſdom,that is ſo receiv'd,thall Jead ro know 


the Number of the Beaſt; which the whole World with all their 
Accademical Wiſdem, and all the Seats with their Inventions are 
Strangers unto at this day, and are carrying abut with them his 
Name, and the number of it, or his Mark, by which they are accep- 
ted among Men, and yet do not know what itis , But when the 
come to be wiſe enough to know it, and boneſt enough to forſake 
it, then they will fee, that the Friendſhipof this World comes to be 
broken, and the Enmity to work againit the Holy Seed , and the * 
Seed —_ ariſe and bruiſe the Head of the Enmity, and to nail 
it faſt to a Croſs, tif} it Dye; and then comes Freedom, then there is 
War no more,then there is peace on Earth, and nothing but good - 
will towards all Men; yea,to Enemies : Then Anguilh and Sorrow 
feeth away, and the perfet Love of God caſts out fear, ard there 
is Death no more, but that which is overcome by Immortality : 
Bleſſed and Happy are all they that come to know that ſtate, -and 
Bleffed are they.that Believe and wait to enjoy it ; and Blcfſled is 
that Hope which leads thereunto. y 
N ow,as concerning the chiefeſt matter of this Treati/e to wit ) 
Concerning the Reign of the Devil anong Men there 1s yet one thing 
worthy to be conlidered, of which there 1s made mention in the 
Scriptures of Truth,in which ic appears,tiat in the beginning and 
ſetting up of the Reign of Chriſt, and that the Everlaſting Goſpel 
was preached,and that many Thouſands had Believed ard Obeyed _ 
it, ſo that they came to bz Witneſſes of the Kingdom of Chriſt, 
and that the Dzvil was caſtour, diſ-throned and pur nnder their 
Feet; and ſome were made Prieſts ard Kings to Gyd:1 (ay, after all 
theſe things aforeſaid, there came an Apoltacy from the Faith by 
which all theſe things aforementioned were brouglit forth, and 


of that Apoltacy Paw Prophelied to the Theſſalonians ; and Jobn by 
= the 
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——> dweiler was come into the Houſe as a Thief in a dark 
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tive Spirit ſaw, how that the Devil ſhould get a great Dominion 
over Men by many changable Means and Wayes, executing his 
Power as a Dragon, then as a ſtrange Beaſt with ſeven Heads,and ten 
Horns,at another time, asa little Beaſt with two Horus, then with an 
Image,and then with a Whore,&c. And that the Almighty God has 
ſetand appointed a Time, a certain Time to this Dreadful, Dark, 
changeable Government, and has given fohn to know, that it 
ſhould laſt and continue but One Thouſand T wo Hnnadred and Three- 
ſcore Dayes, or Tears : And this is a fet Time,and bath its beginning, 
and its ending, but the Kingdom of Chriſt,and alſo his Prieſthood, 
are both after the power of an endleſs Life. , : 
Now ſeeing that this laſt Power which the Devil has gotten, is 
but to continue his appointed time : Why thould any be his Friend 
ſo far,as to ſay,that it muſt continue always,and that it muſt never 
come toanend , and that People no ways can get freedom from 
under his Tyrannical Power Certainly theſe Men that plead ſo 
ſttrorgly for his continual Reign and Power, have more Reaſon 
and Under$anding, then they uſe : As for inſtance; ſuppoſe that 
one had hired a Houſe or Farm of another for ſeveral Years, and 
the Years being come to an end, that Man to whom that Houſe or 
Farm belongeth,has a defire to live in it himſelf: And the In-dwel- 
ler not being willing, and they both ſhould come to one of theſe 
Sin-pleaders, to hear his judgment and determination : I believe 
they would ſoon ſay to the In-dweller, thou muſt depart,the other 
is the Landlord, and thou haſt had thy full Time, and he now de- 
firing to have bis Houſe, he muſt haveit; and Ro if the In- 
ight, and 
h2d kept it by Violence,and had brought no profit to the Landlord 
at all, And this is properly the cauſe between God, and this Prince 
of Darkneſs, for he bas poſſi ſled the Inheritance of God, 3nd Ruled 
over it, not to the advantage of the Lord, but to his diſadvantage 
and diſhonour, and yet theſe Men will not do ſo much right ro 
God,as they wiil do to their Neighbour, But on the contrary they 
ſay,that this Uſurper,or Thief, that has ſtolen away the Fearts of 
Men from their Creztor, mult {it there as lons as their 15 a Man 
upon the Earth,and not any Man Redeemed. Ob! Bluſh for ſhame, 
ye Hipocrites; can you mike a difference between Good, and 
Evil among men; and will you not judge for God > Come, take 
your 
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our Books into your Hands, and read the number of the Years» 
It is called 1260 Days; reckon after the reckoning of the Ancients 
30. days to a Month, and ſeewhether that does not make out 
42. Moneths, and ſce whether 42, Moneths does not make a Time, 
Times , and half a Time , and ſee what things are ordered to be in 
thoſe different Times, and ſee whether you can find outthe begin- 
ning of thoſe Times, that ſo you may End theend of them, for al! 
thoſe that had. their confidence in the Number of the Year, 1666. 
are now Confounded, Aſhamed,and their Hope is fruſtrated: And 
now it is high timeto wait upon the Lord, to get an Underſtane- 
ing and Knowledge which makes not aſhamed. 

Now, the firſt thing to be conlidered, to the opening of this 
thing is : That the firſt appearance of this Man-Child, that was 
Born in Heaven by a Woman, that wascloathed with the Son,and 
had her Feet upon the Moon, and was Crowned with the Stars. 
The firſt I ſay, that appeared againſt this Child, was a great red 
Dragon : Mark, this was no Subſtitute under the Devil, but was the 
Devil himſelf, though he appeared in Heaven,as you may ſee Revel. 
21, 13.and he it 15,that has given Power to all thoſe that have Per- 
ſecuted this Woman, or her Seed; but as long as he was in Heaven, 
he was no perfect Perſecutor ; there he had no Power, but only to 
be an Accuſcr of the Brethren, and therein he buſied himſelf Nighe 
and Day : But by this it is evident, that there was a Power over 
him, to which he accuſed them, and ſo long they could not ſing : 
but when he was caſt out with his Angels, then they ſung, Now 
is Salvation come, and Power, and the Kingdom of our God, and 
the Power of bis Chciſt , for the Accuſer of our Brethren, that ac- 
cuſed them Day and Night before our God, is caſt down,&c. 

But then wo unto them that dwell on Earth, where the Devil 
got his Power, that is in the Eartbly, Ground,therc he Rules with 
Sreat Wrath, Anger and Fury, and Indignation, Perſecuting the 
Woman,and the leaſt appearance of her Seed ; and becauſe he can- 
not do harm enough of himſelf, he goes and makes bim a $«b/tirate, 
to wit, a Beaſt with Seven Heads, and Ten Horns : Mark, Juſt the 
Number of his own Heads and Horns,only he came out of the Pit, 
and this out of the Sea, or Waters, of which Waters you may read 
in Revel.15, 17. That they are Peoples, Tong nes, Langnages and Natis 
ens; and out of them came this ſtrange Beaſt, which the Devil coun- 
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ted worthy to have bis perfe&t Power, becauſe he; knewthat, be 
would do bis Work for bim to purpoſe ; and he received bys pow- 
er for the ſpace of 42. Moneths : And bis firſt Work was, to Per- 
ſecute the Saints ; Secondly, to ſct up the Worſhip of the Devil: 
Thirdly, to bring the dread of this ſeven Headed Beaſt over the. 
whole Earth : Fourtbly, To blaſpheme the Name of God, and his 
Tabernacle, and them that dwell therein ; And fifthly, to make 
people believe, that there is no overcoming of his Power, And 
theſe Works are ſpread and carried on by three unclean Spirits, 
#»ich came forth our of the mouth of the Dragen, Beaſt, and 
Falſe Prophet, over all Kindreds, Nations Tongues and People ;, and 
there was none able toreſiſk them, except theſe whoſe Names were writ- 
renin the Bock of the Life of the Lamb. And as concerning them, 
becauſe they would not receive the ark of the Beaſt in their Fore- 
head, or Right-hand, They muſt be Baniſhed, and muſt not have Li- 
berty to Buy or Sell ; and thoſe rhat would Worſhip nothing but 
a Living Subltance, and not an Image, though it was alive, thoſe 
muſt be killed, and when that Sort was all killed and Baniſhed, 
and-the whole World being brought ſometimes to Worſhip the 
Dragon ,, ſometimes to Worihip the Beaſt, that had ſo many Heads 
and Horns 15'the Dragon himſelf, and then ro Worſhip a little 
Beaft with two Herns that came out of the Earth, and then to 
Worlhip the Image of the oid ſevert Headed Beaſt: When I ſay, 
that all things upon the whole Farth were thus diſpoſed, then was 
it as the Devil would have it ; for now had every one ſubjeRed 
bimſ: If unto his Power, and received that Name or Mark; or ghe n, 
Numbec of the Subſtitute, and admired his great Power, andflet  < - 
him up 3s the chiefeſt among Men, whom none can overcoine, 
except ſome tew that had the Word of God it ſelf ( for the other 
hag the Scripture ) and durſt ſeal their Teſtimony againſt the 
Dragon arid Fae Prophet with their Blood ; and becauſe theſe 
were buta few, and were ſoon killed, they b:ing dead, there was 
a Joyful and Merry World , the Devil was well-pleaſed, and 
thy did fend their Gifts to one another aboundantly ; and thoſe 
that ha@bzen moſt buſie, and ſerviceable to kill the Witneſkcs (that 
darcd to ſpeak of an6ther Kingdom or Dominion, belides that of 
the Dragon and Beaſt)they had the greateſt Gifts, And in theſe days | 

| there was no propheſying, bur in Sack-cloath, and that did not 
continue long neither ; but the Prophets were killed, and being 

Dead, 
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dead, their dead bodies were kept above the Earth, and\were' 
more <ſteemed of, then. their living Teſtimony was;  for* thay 
plagued all the Worſhippers _ Beaſt, ErTRKC 41 
So, in ſuch a time have the Nations been ſo long, that they're 
ſo uſed to the Power and Reign of the Devil, thar they plead'for” 
it, aSif he had an undoubted Righr thereunto ; and'it 'the Devyil / 
might ſpeak himſelf, he would not defire of the World to rule any” 
longer then the World alloweth him : and they have forgor, thar 
it is but to continue forty two Moneths, whilſt the Man-child'was 
caught up unto God, and whilſt his Mother was in the Wilder-" 
neſs; and alſo, that it was tobe expeRed, that both ſhould appear 
again in their appointed time. | 
But whilſt it was thus with the World (viz.) That the trxe 
Church was not to be found upon Earth,but was fled away,as upon Eaptes 
Wings ; and that be that ought torule over all was caught up into Heaven, 
and that the Devil was in bis place, the old Serpent ruling, and_givi! 
his power to whom he pleaſed, to a great Beaſt, or little Beaſf,' ov to # 
Where, or to any thing like bim : And whilſt Great and Small, High 
and Low, Bond and Free, did wonder at his power ; and were 
ready to worſhip any one that had his power, let thoſe whoſe 
Eyes are open, but conlider in what a lamentable fiate the 
miſerable World then was ; and whether chat Abomination;that - 
made the World deſolate of God, and all good order; was noc 
then ſet up in the holy Place, where it ought not ; And wis the 
World without a Religion, or without a Profeſſion of God and 
Chriſtin thoſe days ? no, they bore a profeſſion of Chriſt, that is 
unchangeable,in all their changeable ways; and this was a time of 
gladneſs to many : and they had many ſotts of Religions; & when 
they came to be weary with 'one,theDevil furniſhed them with an- 
other : And when they had been exerciſed a long;time inthe afore- 
ſaid worſhips of the Dragon, the Seven-headed Beaſt, the lirtle 
Beaſt,and of the living Image, then there came forth yet a deeper. 
Myſtery of Iniquity then betore,the Mother of all'theſe Abomina» 
tions ; we ſhew'd her ſelf not as a diſpis'd Whore, bur as a Queen, 
decked with Scarler,Purple, and Precious Stones ; and that very 
Beaſt, which none could overcome, but the whole World had 
wondred after it,he himſelf muſt be under her command, and muſt 
carry her up & down upon the Waters,which are Peoples, Lands, 
T offgves, 
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Fongues, and Lafipguages, And this Whore hath another defign. 

upon the poor blind World [mark]. ſhe comes with a Preparation 

to make all drunk,that they might not make uſe of their Sences to 

—> bethink themſelves where they were; and that they might not have 

”  anyſuſpitionagainſt anything,ſhe furniſhes her ſelf with a golden. 

Cup, which there was none. that did any thing againit ic, but every 

one could well receive it;and this was-but to deceive them;for any 

Potſberd of the Dangbil had been good enough (yea, a Hogs- 

.Trough had been too good) to drink that out of, which ſhe had to 

Sive th:m..But ſhe mult give her Drink to Kings,and Princes,and 

Nobles,andCaptiins, and Merchants,and to all forts-of men;fo ſhe 

profter'd them her Cup, and they have all drunk : But what have. 

they drunk? her Whoredoms, Fornicatiors,and a!] Abominations 

of the Earth : How much ? Till they were drunk : What did they. 

then? They committed fornication with her, they were drunk of 

Abominations, & the Whore was drunk of the Bloed of the Saints 

and Witneſſes of Jeſus ; and yet the name of Jeſus was {t11} prote- 

ſed upon Earth,that was not perſecuted, but thoſe were perſecuted 

that witneſſed Jeſus himſelf that takes away lin,ſuch were perſecu- 

ted : For, ſhe being the Mother of Whores, and having nothing 

ro. proffer to .her Cuſtomers but Abominations, ſhe could not en- 

_., dare'to hear, that Sin, which is an Abomination to the Lord, 

ſhould be taken away;and that men ſhould live without fin,and be. 

/ perfe&: for, if ſo; then ſhe muſt be Childleſs, and as a Wicdow, 

and muſt loſe her High-place on the top of the Beaſ?, and then tliey 

would not be ſo drunk of her Cup,and that would not trend to her 

advantage; therefore if any came to be Witnefl:s of Jeſus bimfelf, 

ſhedrunkthe blood of ſuch, but if they would be-content to drink 

_ her Cup,”'and ſo would pleifethemſe)ves with good and precious 

T/ words,and in the mean time drink in her Abominations,ihen they 
might: live and flouriſh as long as ſhe Hourithed, 

But alas | What do you think, that read with anderitancing, 
was'the ſtate of the World in thoſe days > Ws it not high time 
that Plagues, Indignation and Vengeance ſhould be poured 
our tpon this Rloody Whore, and upon the Sexr of the Bealt, 
upon which ſhe did ride; and upon the Whole Exrth, which had ; 
committed Fornication with-her ? Is ic not high timetuatihe 
Carpenters ſhould come, Zach, 1.20, to cut of ih:te Horns? 

| For 
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For at that time the power of Darkneſs was ſpreadiovenadl;and the 
will of the Devil was dane, and his One thouſand two hundred and 
ſixty years were proſperous to his Kingdom ; and be did what he 
pleaſcd , and if any ſpoke againſt him, and againſt his Kingdom, 

he would have them krHHed; and then his Whore would-drink the 

Blood .of ſuch; and there were none lefr, neither Great :nar 
Small, neither Bond nor Free, High or Low, neither Young/nor 
O1d, but they had ſubmitted themſelves all of them ; and ſaid, 
1Vho ts like him ? None are able to overcome him : It is impaſſille to be 
made free from under his power : He muſt reign as loug as wei lie, "tits 
poſſible for as (cry they } to overcome Princes, Kingaoms, and Armies, 
and thereforewe go out and fight valiantly, and many times weger Videry, 
ana become Conquerors ;, but to overcome Sin,which the Devibbath ſet #» 
ix ts, that s impoſſible ;” and therefore it ts in vain totrouble aur ſelves 
avarit it , ard we will not do any thing concerning it, ſeeing we have drunk, 

-in a Faith, That it is impoſſible to perform or accompliſh tt, 3 1.5.) 
And thus has the whole World been bewitched,in thetime when 
the Devil reign'd; and will he and his Servantsimake usibeliere, 
That it muft coatinne (0 alwayes ? though never any orher time wis 
given him, but ſuch as was limitted , and.in the end of that time 

weunderſtand there 1s a great alteration to come to paſs, to wit, 

That the Church,and true Woman muſt come ont of the Wildetneſt again; 
the Man. child muſt come down again, and appear #pon Earth; * nd Rule 
the Nations with a Red of Iron , and the Whore miſt be judged ,"1hat 
Sorrow, Death and Famine muſt coms yin her in one day ; and that 
Ten Kings ſhall agree together to burn her-Fleſh with Fire , and that the 
ſmoak of her Torments ſhould aſcend to Heaven, and then muſt the 

Dragon,the Beaſt, and falſe Prophet thut hatl fill preached Peate, thei 

it was ſo s aboveſaid, they muſt allbe taken, *whilſt they art yet aliorin 
this Work , ana in their Powcr, and be caſt into the Lake ef the Writs 
of God, which burzeth far ever ;, and theſe Princes, and Coptains, and 
Merchants, aud Inhabitants of the 'Earth moft Howl ind Lament be- 

Ccarſeof this great Alteration. 2h : "13 34445 
And therefore, ſecing chat ſuch -2 timeis Jawſaltytoy/ Beex- 
pected, in which the Devil, the'Old Serpent tnay-be eb Gur 
of his Domiri:on ; and thar then rhe tithe of -f6y' and Reoycing 
will be for the Upright, it is worth the' ſpending of our Labour 
and Time, to {ind cut that Time ; that ſo'it mzy not come-over 
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ns, and we ſee it not, nor know it not, and ſo let it paſs by, as the 
?ews did; and ſo doting and waiting for it,as a thing which is yet 
to come,as they do at this day; when almoſt Two Thouſand Years 
are paſt , ſince the thing is come to paſs. ; | 

Now:- you know the 7ews had a Prophet, which told them the 

__, time, when the Meſſiab ſhould come , aforehand,to wit, Daniel, as 
-— you may fee, Day. 9.24. &c. where he told them, That it was Se- 
venty Wecks that were determin'd upon the People and upon the 
City, and that the Holy one ſhould be Anointed : Now this was 
not ſuch a great Myſtery tothem ;, they knew 1t was common to 
. reckon a day for a Year among the Prophets ; ſo that that time 
was but four hundred fourſcore and ten years, that the Viſions 
ſhould be ſeal'd, and the daily Sacriface taken away, the City be 
made deſolate and the Anointing of the Holy One, and the Meſ- 
fiah be (lain for the ſins of the People : And lince the time that the 
Command was gone forth to build ferſalem againgin which rime 
theSeventy Weeks had their beginning, ir is above Two Thouſand 
years ago,the City is lince builded again, and alſo made again de- 
ſolate,and the daily Sacrifice taken away ; and the Prince of the 
People,that then came (viz. )-T i114 YVeſpaſianus the Roman, has de- 
ſroy'd the SanRuary,and the Deſtruction of it was with an over- 
flowing to the end of the War , and yet all theſe things cannot 
convince them,nor make them belteve,that the Mefſiah 13 come,or 
thit it was che, whom their Fore-fathers have killed as a Blaſ- 
phemer. 

Now, That We, after ſuch clear Prophelies of the ſetting up 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt, and diſ-tbroning of the Devil, Sin, 
and Antichriſt, ſhould not come to be ſurpriz'd with the ſame 
Blindneſs and Hardneſs of Heart, Ict us have a ftri&t Obſervati- 

on of the Times,that we may not fight againſt the Appearance of 
Truth,and put it faraway from us,and fay, The Days are not come 

* yet, in which the pouring out of the Spirit can be witneſſed , and 
that the Knowledge of God mult cover the Earth, as the Waters 
cover the Sea ;. and that the Gofpel muſt be preachz;d 2gain unto 
thoſe that well upon the Earth; and that the Lamb and his Saints 
muſt have the Victory over the Dragon and his Angels: For ſuch 
as put the Day ſo far from them, are in one & the ſame Error with 
the 7ews,4ng £0 not underſtand the Times better then they do ay 
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ſo are perſecuting the true appearance of that, which they ſeem to 
expe&,and to pray for (as the Fews did ) becauſe it does not appear 


in their Way,to anſwer their Carnal expeRations,that deſpiſe the” 


day vf ſma!) things : But from ſuch are the Myſteries of the King- 
dom (hut up,and are revealed unto thoſe that fear the Lord. 


Now to underſtand theſe things, let every one come to read the * 


Prophelies in a meaſure of that Spirit, by which they were given 
forth,and that ſame opens the Prophelies;and without it every one 
underſtands only according to his own Fancy, or private Judge- 
ments: The Apoltle ſaid,There ſhould come an Apoſtacy from the Faith, 
that is,from the true Chriſtian Faith : Now, when was that? And 
who are they that are thus Apoſtatized,or faln away? Ask'the Pope, 
and the whole Roman- Catholick Church,and they will tell you, that 
the Prophelie points at Afartin Lnther,Z uinglins, Ecolampadins,Cal- 
vin, Menno Simonts,and other Hereticks,that have rent many Na» 
tions from the true Apoltolick Faith, and the Ancient Chriſtian 
Church,rhe infallible Foundation and Pillar of Truth, &c. 

Ask the B:/bops of England, and the Presbyters in Scotland, the 
Pfarrherren or Paſtors in Denmark, and Sweed- Land, and Preai- 
cants 1n the Low-Countries,and they will till you, that this Prophe- 
fie lignifieth the general Apoſtacy from the Apoſtolick Faith and 
Ocder in the Church of Chriſt, ro the Pope and Popiſh Exerciſes, 
and Inſtitutions over all Chriſtendom. Again, Ask them; 
Which among themſelves continue as yet in the true Apoſtolical 
Faith and Religion ? Then the Lutheran Paſtors will ſay, that are 
we, and therefore cry they, Joyn with us, No, ſay the Bi/3ops in 
Exgland, we will prove that the Apoſtolical Church had BiBops, 
and thar the Apoſtle ſaid ; He that deſires the Ofhce of a Biſbop, 


he delires a good Work, and therefore We are they, that are the 


true Church according to the firſt Inſtitution. Then fays the Pres= 
byterians & Dutch Predicants,the Biſhops in the Primitive Churches 
werenot ſuch as you are, bur ſuch as we are, whoſe care,was over 
the Flock, and dic Teach, and Rule in EccleſtaſticalſMatters, 
Þut not in Councels and Parliments,as youdo ; therefore you are 
fallen. from the Primitive tate. And now at laſt what ſayes 
Truth of theſe,and al] others, who deny that Faith, which Purifies 
the Heart, and can Cleanſe the Conſcience from Sin, and can 
give Victory overthe World ? This was the Faith which Pax 

Preached, 
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24 / Preached,that was nigh, in the $2 and therefore ali thoſe that 
ſay; that the Heart of a true Believer cannot be made clean , nor 
that he can come to live without Sin; nor to have a Purified Con- 

——» ſcience; And all thoſe that denies the Word of Faith jn the Hearr, 
and Chriſt to be the Rule, and ſet up another Rule, and another 
Faith, and another Foundation for it then the Apoſtic {:r up ; at 
ſuch are fallen from the Faith, and are not Apottolick, bur Ant:- 
chriſtian ; and when the Man of Sin comes to be revealed they will 
come to be revealed with him, and fall with him, and with Zabylos 
the Mother of them al}; and great will be their fall in this day, 

There is yet another Prophelie of Chriſt, when he ſaid, #/5ez 301 
ſee the Abomination of Deſolation ſt. nding. in: the Holy Place, where 
it ought not : then let hin that is in Judea flee upon the Mountains , 
And he that tz in the Field,not go back to fetch his Cloathes : 77r he that 
25 0n the Houſe top, come down to take any thing ont of h:4 Houſe, &c. 
AMatth. 24. 15, and ſid he further, verſ. 23, 24. Then if any 
Man hall ſay nntoyon, Lo here is Chriſt, or there, belicve him niet, 
&c, lignifying plainly, that when the Abomination of Deſvla- 
tlon ſhould b: ſet up, thatthe People would notwithſtanding not 
want divers ſorts of Teachers of th: Name of Chriſt, What 
were they made del9late of by the ſerting up of this Abominati- 
on, ſeeing they were not deſolate of a profeſſion of Chrilt in di- 
Yers manners ?-: They were deſolate of the Power and Preſence of 
-->- Godin all their Holy Places, (as they called them) where this 
- Abomination was ſetup ; even as Chriſt ſaid to the fews, when 
they had made the Houſe of prayer to be a Den of Thievcs , then 
ſaid he, your Houſe is left into you deſolate, Mark, it was not then 
deſolate of People,of Congregations,of Religions and Worſhips, 
but it was deſolate of the Preſence of God; for that was nor 
robe found there. So that Abomination, which makes People 
 deſoiate of the Power of Gol, by which they ſhould have power 
over their Sin and Luſts; and which make the Miniſters'& Teach- 
ers deſolate of the Spirit of God, by which they ſhould have 
been led to Preach the Goſpel , this Abomination has beea ſet up 
a longtime, andmade the People and Nations 254 Wilderaeſs., 
and this has been ſince thar time, chat the { hriſtian Religion: 
has been carried on and maintained by the Traditions of Men , 
Ther came the Poyſen to be ponred 92t into the Cherchand thereby it is 
pL, come 
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come to be ſo ſwell'd and big, that it cati comprehend in it the 
tyrannical and perſecuting Princes, Proud and rebellious Biſhops, 
wicked Man-flayers and Murderers, Unclean, Wanton and Drun- 
ken People ; they have all room enough in it :. and lince that time 
itis counted Hereſie, that any ſhould make a profeſſion of being 
purifizd and clenſed; and from that time it may be reckoned, 
that the Abomination of Deſolation has-been ſet up : And there- 
fore let us conlider how long it is yet to ſtand before the Devil 
come to be caſt out, and the Temple of God beclenſed, and the 
filth of Abomination be burned up, that the God of Heaven may 
ag2in delightin his SanQuary, and that the Earth may not for- 
ever be empty of his Preſence, but that he may be found. of 
thoſe that ſzek him, .and be heard of them that are mourning 
after him, 

Now 7eba ſaith, that this time of Deſolation was to.continue a 
Time, Times, and a half Time ;- that is, three years and a half,or- 
three times twelve Mopeth and {ix Moneth ; that is, 42 Moneths, 
or 1269 Dayes; which times are agreeing together in one, and: 
do perfeQly fulfil the time of the Reitoration of the Church, and 
of the coming down of the righteous Judge, whoſe right 1t 15.10. 
rule over men ; for to him are the Geztiles given for an I8hert- 
tance, and the Ends of the Earth for a Poſſcſlion ;, and that time 
doth alſo pzrfeRly fulfil the time cf the power of the Beaſt ; for. 
theſetimes do all agree togetier , and as they had their beginning 
abour one and the ſame time,they myſt alſo have their end ſhortly, 
after one another, becauſe they are Jikg one another, | 

Now to find out the end of thoſe Times, the beginning mult be. 
firſt known ; now the daily Sacrifice was taken away long before 
the Abomination, that made the Earth deſo}ate was ſet up; but. 
from that time that both ſhould be fulfilled, ſaid cle Angel ro Da- 
zi:l, ſhould there be 1290 Dayes,that is 30 more then obs writes 
of : Now the Abomjnation of Deſolation was not fet up'in the. 
tim: of Chrilt; for ſaid he, hen uu ſhall ſee it ſer np, &c. ſpeak- 
ing.as ofa thing that was not.yert come topaſs ; and the Aporty 
ſaid, There ball cone au Apeſi ney from the F aith ; that ſhews, th at 1 : 
was not yet come,neither 416 1t cometill ſ:veral. handreds of yeaxs 
afrer ; for the true Chriſtians ſuffered many crnel and'grievous 
deaths for eve Chriltian Faith; ſo that they did ngt fall we” 
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but endured to theend,and were ſaved, and ſo long the Earth was 
not Deſolate : But when that Faith was lo!t, which did ſupport 
in Sufferings, and that the Chriſtian Religion (which was the 
holy Place)came to be corrupted by Pride, Covetouſnels, Perſecy- 
tion and worldly Pleaſures, Eaſe, and the Delights and Honyvurs 
of this World; then the Abomination was fer up, that made 
the Earth Deſolate : And reckon from that time 1260 Years, and 
add to it theſe 30 Years, of which the Angel ſpoke to Daniel, 
Dan, 12.11. and ſce whether we be not about the forty five Years, 
of which there is made mention in the 12th verſe, where the Angel 
having ſpoxen of the 1290 Years, adds, Bleſſed is he that waiteth, 
and cometh tothe Thouſand three hundred and thirty frve Dayes : Signi- 
fying plainly, that there muſt be a rime of patience and wait. 
ing tor the bleſſed Reſtauration, which was promiſcd ; and that 
that time of Waitjng ſhould continuefrom the 1290. till 1335, 
which are 45 dayes or years; and then they are bleſſed that come 
thereunto, So he that hath wiſdom let him reckon ; bur this rec- 
koning is not comprehended 1n Arithmertick, or the Art of Rec- 
koning; neither can it be conceived by the wiſdom of this World; 


. but ſuch as have the Wiſdom which cometh from God chey ſhall 


underſtand ;, and itisto ſuch I write ; for have learned to c9- 
ver the Pearls before the Swine, and to with-hold the Childrens 
Bread from the Dogs. | 
And by what is*here ſaid, it ſufficiently appears; Firſt, that 
this Intruder of Uſurper, called the Devil, Satan, Dragon, orc 
Antichriſt, has no Rigbt «0 Rule and to Reign over Mankind 
all the dayes of their Life. Secondly, That his Kingdom is a 
limitted Kingdom, and was not to continue forever. Thirdly, 
That the limits of it has been revealcd to ſeveral of the Ser- 
vants of God. Fourtbly, That the appointed time of his Gc- 
vernment is nigh come to an End, Fifthly, That there is a Bleſſed 
Day and Time to be expeRted after the end of his Raign. And 
Sixthly; That none can come to enjoy that Bleſſed Time and 
Bleſſedneſs, nor ling the Song of Joy and Deliverance, but theſe 
that patiently wait upon the Lord in the dayes of Tribulation; 
and have that Hope to fee the Salvation, which cometh out of 
$4 07, 
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And therefore, for a Concluſion,. I ſhall ſay this, That all 
thoſe that feel themſelves in Bondage under this Prince of 
Darkneſs, in what manner ſoever it be, and are not willing to 
remain ſo alwayes, believe but in him that ſheweth you your 
Bondage, and wait in his pure Light in your ewn Conſciences, <- 
which diſcovers Darkneſs, and the Prince of it; and then you 
will feel a Hope to ſpring up in you, that you may be de- 
livered, asImy ſelf have felt; and this Hope will lead 1 ohn 
te a daily Waſhing and Purifying, and to a daily Cruci- 3.3. 
tying and Mortifying of thy Earthly Members ; and as 
this Hope comes to work in thee, it will bring thee to an Expe- 
rience of being delivered in ſome particular things, and that will _— 
ftrengthen thy Hope of being delivered from more, and ſo/at 
laſt a Faith will ariſe in thee, Perfectly and Thorowly to be 
made free from lin; and when thon art made a Partaker of this 
Faith, then the greateſt and ſtrongeſt Bond of the Devil is broken, 
for through the Unbelief of it be keeps his Kingdom in Man and 
Woman ; and when this evil Root of Unbelief is taken away, then 
his Kingdom comes ſoon to an end, and the Goverment of Truth 
comes to be ſet upin thee ; and ſo there comes a Change to be _ 
wrought in thee, both inwardly and outwardly , and ſo comes his - -—- 
kingdom, who is the Intruder or Uſurper, to be leſſened, firſt in 
thy ſelf, and then thou comeſt to ſee that Change in another ;, and 
ſo it goethgforward, from Oneto Ten, and from Ten to a Th or» 
ſand, and ſo forth, more and more, until the Inheritance of the 
Wicked comes to be wholy laid waſte, till Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and the Raign and Government of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord .— 
comes to be ſet up1n the Earth, which my Soul longs and travels .=—7 
for and ſo I know it 1s with many more, for whoſe ſake this is 
written, and as a Teſtimony againſt that proud and preſum prious 
Generation of Hypocrites,of wiat ſort @r name, or in what Nati» 
onor Kingdom ſoever they may be, who not only have ſubjeRed 
themſelves unto this Prince of Darkneſs, and unto the power of 
him who is called the Devil and Satan ; but alſo pretend, Thar 
all Mankind muſt do ſo, and continue ſoall their dayes, and that 
there 15 no Remedy nor Help againſt it, and ſo deny the power 
of God, and lead the people,to truſt in a Lye : But the Day of the 
Power of God 1s come, and the Reſvge of Lyes is ſwept away , 
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and the Deliverance and ViRory of the Lamb is known unto ma- 
ny; towhom, and to the Everlaſting God, by the Operation of 
the Holy Spirit in the Hearts of the Redeemed be ſung Everlaſting 
Praiſes, Thankſgiving, Renown, Honour and Glory, and Domi- 
\1on forever, 


——— — 
_ 


Poſticript. 


THere comes ſomthing further up 1n my Heart concerning this 
T matter, which I think good to communicate unto you, 

There are bardly any ignorant, how commonly itis ſaid, That: 
we cannot live without fin; and that we cannot be made free 
from it, as long as we live in this World, even asif our Sin 

,- and our Life were (o knit together, that they cannot be ſepara- 
— ted from one another ; bur that they muſt end together, and 
not the ofhe before the other. Now all thoſe that believe there is 

a God, they alſo believe, that he is the Fountain of Life, and 
Sives Life unto all that live : And all that believe that there is 

a Devil, they alſo believe, that he is the Author and Original of 

Sin z as Chriſt ſaid, When he ſpeaks a Lye,he ſpeaks of his own, for he uu 

« Lyay, and 4 Father of Lyet, Joh. 8. 44. and ſo he is of all other 
Wickedneſs : Now he gives lifeto no man ; for that comes of 
—7 God; and he having made them live, then comes: the Devil, 
” and betrayes themunto fin: And now are Men and Women be- 
rome ſuch Fools, that they ſeek to bind together inſeparably that 
which is of God with that which is of tne Devil; and thatisa._ 
preat Fooliſhneſs : For, What Fellowſhip has Chriſt with Belial, 

or Lipt:t with Darkneſs ? So alſo the Life of Men ( ſimply con- 
fider'd in it ſelf ) has no Fellowſhip with (in ; for they come forth 

of two different Originals ; and he, who 1s the Original of Life, 

is tronger then he who1s the Original of Sin : And though he 

has brought in Sin, and has corrupted Nature ( which firſt was 
pure)by ſin ; and men,in thar corrupt N ature,do abuſe their Life, 
vhich they have from God, to his Diſhonour, and to their own 
verdition ; yettbat Lifeis not fo joyn.d unto Sin, that they are 
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inſeparable : For though it betrue, that men cannot ſin; if they 
 livenot; yetit is not true to ſay, tbat if men ſin not, then they 
cannot live; for the life that ſome lived, they lived by the Faich 
of the Son of God, Gal. 2. 20. and 'that is in dominton over (in, 
and over the Devil the Author of it. 

There is another common Poſition, That we mnſt live in [in ſo lorg 
as we ds carry about with us this Budy of Sin and Death , meaning this 
ſnbſtantial or eorporal Body , alledging the words of Paul , Rom. 7. 14. 

Now this is alſo a blind and fooliſh Polition, as if the fault of 
all ſins which they commit were in the Body, or the Members of it, | 
whereas on the contrary,the Body(limply in it ſelf)is not guilty of — 
that which through the Body is done, it being altogether paſſive, 
having no will in the Members, but they are as Inſtruments, chat 
are order'd or diſpos'd of according to the Laws of God, or of the 
Devil;the one or the other being ſet up to rule in the will and mind 
of the Creature; & the Members have no power to do, or leave un- 
done any thing, but as they receive it by the will or underſtandifig. 

Alſo, there 1s no Member of the Body, but is made to ſerve the 
Lord, and is alſo made fit for it ;, and they areas ready and wil- 
ling todo and ful6] the Will of God, as to fulh] the will of the De- 
vil;yea,and they are more properly in their right place & ſervice, -— 
and have more joy and freedom in it, then in the ſervice of the 
Devil; for the ſervice of the Devil is but Bondage; to which che 
Creature 1s led captive by a' Lye, as is aforeſaid : and thoſe 
that calſthe Corporal Bodies the Bodies of Sin and Death, they 
pleaſe the Devil well enough , for he well knows, that as long as 
they ſo believe, his Birth and Seed will remain in them withour @ 
hinderance, when the Eyes of Men are led out to ſuſpeR their + - 
own Bodies, as being the cauſe of all Sin and Evil which they 
commit ; which Bodies are more fit to ſerve God, but are capa- 
ble to be given up by the will and affeRions to ſerveecither God, 
or the Devil; as 1s manifeſt by the words of Pax!, Rom. 6. 19. As ye 
have yielded your ſelves Servants to Uncleanneſs, ard to Iniquity unto 
Iniquity, even ſonow jield your Aembors Servants to Righteouſne(s nu 
to Holineſs: Now herecvery one may ſee, that the ſame Members, 
that before were given upto ſerve Unrighteouſneſs muſt now be 
given up to ſerve Righteouſneſs | mark] they bad them till, 
they did not ſay, we would we were delivered from theſe a” 
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and Bodies {that were uſed to commit (in) that ſo we might come 
to be made free z but the Apoſtle ſaid plainly, That they were free 
from Sin, and were become Servants #uato Righteouſneſt, and that there- 
fore they ſhould give up their Members to the Service of him thac 
2» had made them free , as formerly they uſed to do to him that had 
brought them into Bondage ; And theſe People, that ſo complain 
againſt their own Bodies, calling them the old Man, the Body of 
Sinand Death, and of Corruption; How will they underſtand the 
Apoſtle, where he ſayes, Mortifie your Members which aye upon the 
Earth? What, will they Morcifie their Hands and Feet, and pull out 

their Eyes, and cut out their Tongues ? I ſuppoſe not, But how will 

they fulfill the words of the Apoſtle, exept they find out another 
Body of Sin, and the Member of ic, which ought to be crucified 

with the daily Croſs? But the Apoſtle hath named the Members of 

that Body, which muſt be Mortified, Col. 3.5. to wit, Forication, 
Uncle anne(s, Inordinate Afﬀettion, Evil Concupi ſcence and Covetonſneſs, 

4 which is [dolatry,ver. 8. Anger, Wrath, Malice, Blaſphemy, filthy Com 
munication ont of jour Month, and lying one to another, &c. theſe are the 

—— Members, that make up that Body which is called the Body of the 
-— Sins of the Fleſh, Col. 2. 11, and this is a ſort of Fleſh which God 
has not made; for that which he hath made, that is good, and it is 

for himſelf, and not for Sin, 1 Cor. 6. 13, and though the Devil 

\ hath his ſcat in the Heart, commanding the M:mbers of the Body 

to do his will ; yet the ſame Members could ſerve to do the Will of 

__ God,if the Devil were caſt out,and Truth and Righteouſneſs were 
—let up in the Heart ; and then theſe Sin-pleaders would come to 

ſee, that the fault was not in their Bodies, but in their corrupt 
Hearts, and that there is another Body to be put off, before they 
can come to do the will of God, and not the Corporal Body, 
which God has Created to ſerve him, 

And betides that, theſe people ſhew themſelves to have but lit- 
tleloverto God, that all his' kindneſs and manifold Mercies can- 
not draw them to ferve him, but on the contrary they will ſerve 
his oreateſt Enemy, 2s long as they have Members to ſerve him 
wi:hal, uſing thoſe Members waich God has given them, againſt 
him 2nd his ordering ; and if he will not permit it fo to be,he muſt 
tike away thoſe M-mbers again z EVen as if there was no other 
remedy t6 pat an endtolin, ehatis as much as to ſay, ifthe Lord 
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will not have them to Swear, to Lye, or to ſpeak Evil, be muſt 


make them Dumb ; and if he will not have them to do bad << 


Works, he muſt make them lame; and if he will. cake away their. 
life from them, then they will leave off inning, bur not ſooner , 
yea, they cannot endure to hear of putting off of lin ſooner ; 
That ( (ay they) i the Grand Error of the Quikers, to ſpeak of 
cealing to lin before we ceale to |1ve. 

O | Where is the ſenſe of the Love of God that this people. 
ſhould feel in their hearts ſhed abroad to God, to conſtrain them 
unto obedience ? Alas | they are Strangers thereunto, and the . 
Covenant with Helland Death is ſo ſtrong, and'the Unbelief is 
ſo rooted in them, that they think, this Covenant cannot be 
broken : But Blcfled be the Lord, that Faith is now manifeſted, , 
that giveth Victory, and breaketh chis Covenant, - 

Another great Plea, which theſe Sin-Pleaders bring, is this, 
If people can come to perfe&ion in this Life, then they have 
no need of Chriſt to be their Saviour; as if the Salvation by 
Chriſt, and a perfet and pure life were Inconliſtant with one 
another : You fools, and blind, Know ye not that all good and 
perfe& Gifts come from the Lord , and that none can come to 
Perfetion, but by his Gift? and if God be the Giver, Is it nor 
then by Grace? where are works then ? but theſe Pleaders for: - 
Sin are as great Strangers to the. Salvation which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, as they are to perfeRion ; otherwiſe tney would ſee their 
ignorance : When Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, Be ye perfeft , as 
your Father which # in Heaven ts perfeit , that is as much as to ſay, * 
(according to the cxplanation of theſe people ) there is your 
Command, when that is done you have no needof me : And the 
Apoſtle ſpoke Wiſdom among them that were perfect, but not ſuch 
wiſdom ( or rather fooliſhneſs } as this, to perſwade them, that 
they had no need of Chriſt to be their Saviour, becauſe they were 
come to pertetion ; but on the contrary heſaid That he could 
do all things (then he could be perfe& ) but nor as of. himſelf , 
but through Chriſt that enabled him : and thoſe that come"to a 
perfet {tate , they know that their Salvation is not of their 
Works, how good and pure ſoever they may be, but meerly by 
Grace through Jeſus Chriſt, and thatin refpeR of theſe three 
following Obſcrvat'ors, ; 

id 1. Firft, 
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: OL r. Firſt, That it was the Appearance of Chriſt Teſas, who is the 
-Power of God, that has brought them off from their Sin and imper= 
feetion ; and that they have not left them off of themſelves, but do 


— * Own, that it is the Grace of God,zs the Apoltle did, Tit.2.11,12. 


For the Grace of God that bringeth Saluntion bath appeared unto all men , 
Teaching us, that denying Ungodlineſs and Worlaly Luſts, we ſhould live 
ſoberly righteouſly,and godly in this preſent World. So here you may ſee, 
chat it is the Appearance of the Grace of God that leads to Per- 
feRion, and chis perfeRion is not yet a perfeR Salvation, for thoſe 
that have ic, may fall from ic again, and ſo not be ſaved ; but thoſe 
that endure to the end ſhall be ſaved. 


- 2, But Secondly, It is Chriſt, who is the Preſerver and Keeper 
unto the end of thoſe that truſt in him; and the Apoſtles teſtife, 
that thoſe that were delivered from the corruption of this World, 
muſt know him to be their Keeper that had gathered them our of 
the World z and therefore ſaid 7ade in his Epiſtle, ver. 24. Now 
unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to Preſent you faultleſs 
befere the Preſence of his Glory with exceeding joy, &c. And Peter 
teſtifieth, 1 Per. 1.5. Tow are kept by the Power of God through Faith 
— unto Salvation, ready to be Revealed in the laſt T ime. And Paxl teſti- 
fieth, That the keeping is by Feſus Chriſt, Phil. 4,7. So bere you may 
ſee, that the bringing to the ſtate of Perfetion, and the keeping 
from falling from it again, is both the Work of Chriſt , and yer 
this is not a perfet Salvation ; for this does not put away the 
former Sins, 


3. But thirdly, Whoever comes to perfe& Salvation, he comes 
to know Chriſt to be an Offering for Sin, and to obtain Reconc1- 
liation with God, and forgiveneſs of his former fins : For all the 
T4 holy Converſation, and perfeRtion of Life can be counted no 
more, but his Duty; & therefore he cannot obtain remiſſion of one 
of his former Sins; but thoſe that confeſs their (ins, & forſake them, 
ſuch come to forsiveneſs by Jeſus Chriſt, and come to know his 
- Blood clenling them from all their former Sins , and ſo they come 
to perfe& Salvation by Grace, not by Works, but by Faith that 


works in the Love of God unto Obedience, without _— 
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Faith is but dead, and rhakes no man ſaved; vui iuoſe that have? 
this true Faith and Hope, in them, They parifie themſelves, as he is == 
Pare, 1 fob. 3.3. and hethart has not this Hope,does not purifie him» *: 
ſelf, neither does he believe, that he can do it; and by this we 
know the true Believers from the falſe, and by this Sinners are 
made manifeſt , that cannot ſtand in the Congregation of the 
Righteous, P/al. 1. 5. | 


So nowlet all the Pleaders for Sin ſtop their Mouthes forever ; 
and let the Devil ftand for himſelf, and plead his own cauſe ; and* 
henceforth do not deſpiſe and revilethe Innocent, ( that are tra- 
velling and ſtriving after Perfe&ion, with a Faith to obtain it ) 
that they think to be ſaved by their own works ; for we hope for 
no other Salvation, but that which is in and by Jeſus Chriſt the 
Eternal Son of God, who is the Firſt-born of every Creature, 
that brings many Sons and Daughters unto Glory ; but not by 
leaving them in their ſins , but bis Name is Ze/x#s, and he ſaves Peo- 
ple from their Sins, 
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